
CHECKLIST FOR JURY INSTRUCTIONS 
IN CIVIL TRIALS BEFORE JUDGE ARMIJO

Revised and Effective April 12, 2007

Please note: Entries in bold type refer to Judge Armijo’s stock jury instructions.
Entries that are underlined refer to case-specific instructions supplied by the parties.

For instructions regarding substantive offenses and defenses, please consult the most recent
precedents from the Supreme Court and the Tenth Circuit, as well as the available pattern jury
instructions from other courts, and instructions given by Judge Armijo in previous trials.

All Instructions are subject to case-by-case review.

Case Name: _____________________________________________ Case No.: __________

__________ 1. Court's Instructions to the Jury (Civ.01) (fill in parties’ names).

__________ 2. Judges of the Facts (Civ.02)

__________ 3. Equal Standing (Civ.03)

__________ 4. Statement of Plaintiff’s Claims and Defendant’s Affirmative Defenses 

_____ Statement of theor(ies) for recovery (Civ.04a)

_____ Statement of denial and affirmative defenses (Civ.04b)

__________ 5. Optional Instructions Regarding Parties:

_____ Multiple Parties (Civ.05a)

_____ Corporate Impartiality (Civ.05b)

_____ Bifurcated Trial (Civ.05c)

__________ 6. Preponderance of the Evidence (Civ.06)

__________ 7. Elements and Definitions of Claims and Defenses (Civ.07)

__________ 8. Definition of Evidence (Civ.08)

__________ 9. Circumstantial v. Direct Evidence (Civ.09)

__________10. Credibility of Witnesses (Civ.10)
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__________11. Impeachment Instruction (Civ.11)

__________12. Instructions Regarding Evidence and Witnesses 

           Scientific or Technical Evidence/Expert Opinion (Civ.12a)

           Medical Witness/Statements for Diagnosis (Civ.12b)

           Stipulation of Fact (Civ.12c)

_____ Demonstrative Exhibits (Civ.12d)

_____ Deposition Testimony (Civ.12e)

_____ Use of Interrogatories (Civ.12f)

_____ Attorney Interview of Witnesses (Civ.12g)

__________ 13. Evidence Considered for a Limited Purpose

_____ Generic Limiting Instruction (Civ.13a)

_____ Prior Bad Acts/Fed. R. Evid. 404(b) Evidence (Civ.13b)

__________ 14. Causation (may be combined with elements and definitions).

_____ Cause, General (Civ.14a)

_____ Independent Intervening Cause (Civ.14b)

__________ 15. Determine Liability before Damages (Civ.15)

__________ 16. Damages Must be Reasonable (Civ.16)

__________ 17. No Double Recovery (Civ.17)

__________ 18. Damages Instructions Specific to Case

_____ Compensatory Damages (Civ.18a)

_____ Nominal Damages (Civ.18b)
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_____ Future Damages and Future Interest (Civ.18c)

_____ Mitigation (Civ.18d)

_____ Life Expectancy (Civ.18e)

__________ 19. Punitive Damages (Civ.19)

__________ 20. Closing Arguments (Civ.20)

__________ 21. Duty to Deliberate (Civ.21)

__________ 22. Explanation of Verdict Forms and Signature (Civ.22)

__________ 23. Other Instructions

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


