Jury Instruction No.

It is a general rule in civil cases that a party seeking a recovery or a party relying on a
defense has the burden of proving every essential element of its claim or defense by a preponderance
of the evidence.

To prove by a preponderance of the evidence means to establish that something is more
likely true than not true. When | say in these instructions that a party has the burden of proof, |
mean that you must be persuaded that what is sought to be proved is more probably true than not

true. Evenly balanced evidence is not sufficient.
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