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So, while you should consider only the evidence in the case, you are permitted to draw such

reasonable inferences from the testimony and exhibits as you feel are justified in the light of

common experience.  In other words, you may make deductions and reach conclusions which reason

and common sense lead you to draw from the facts which have been established by the evidence in

the case.

You may also consider either direct or circumstantial evidence.  “Direct evidence” is the

testimony of one who asserts actual knowledge of a fact, such as an eye witness.  “Circumstantial

evidence” is proof of a chain of facts and circumstances indicating either the guilt or innocence of

the defendant.  The law makes no distinction between the weight to be given to either direct or

circumstantial evidence.  It requires only that you weigh all of the evidence and be convinced of a

defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt before that defendant can be convicted.


